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P  O  E  M. 

'  SING  not  of  great  CKfar*s  Fn'g,fet. 

How  hravs  he  led  hh-nien  to  fight  : 
or  fliGW  how  hai^luy,  Gato  dy'd, 
r  what  could  v[\2^t  him  fetisty M  \ 
pr  do  I  here  auempt;  to  tcU 
DW  Mkhael  fduglit,  or  Sat*a  fell. 

I  choofc'td  fing  in  flr^ins  mucb  lowrr 
tCoLLiER  .Lads,^  unfung  before  : 
feat  fport^nd  fcffing  (]o  cnfae,  . 
pen  fucb  hkc  jrorl^ah  j3\:]iCfileip,o 
i/ornicr  daj^s  vrhen  trade  was,' good, 
M  men  gAt  rnoney,  cIoaths  arid  food 
^en  iandlordr,  were  nol  to©  fcvcrc, 
id  tenanU  brbkc  not  cv'iy  year, 
t  liv'd  in  plenty,  knew  no 
%  had  enough  to  do  their'dcdd  : 
icn  courtt¥y  fedi  vvf^r\t  li^at^akd  de 
4  Uffes  C(j ditty  lb  bc^fe^ns  - 
^  with  each  otter  ev^ty  day, 
10  jfhould  excel  ;it  work  or  plaj  ; 
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Wcrs  honcll  fervant5,  virtaous  wivcf;, 
.Ltd  harmlcfs  incfFtnlivc  Iiv«s  : 
Their  greatcft  pride  was  juii  to  know 
When  corn  was  ripe,  or  grafs  would  mow 
How  cows,  and  fhecp,  and  butter  fold, 
Or  who  was  vrcd  >5vhcri  fhc  was  ol^y 
Then  Collier  Lads  got  money  taft  ; 
Had  merry  days  while  it  did  laft  ; 
Did  feail,  and  drink,  ar>d  game,  and  play^ 
And  fvvore  when  tliey  had  nought  to  fay  ; 
They  came  to  church  b\jt  yery  rare, 
B%it  mif$Nj  not  whesi  a  bride  Wai  there  ; 
Yet  rcfled  on  the  Sabbath  day 
From  cv'ry  thing  but  drink  and  play, 
And  ficpt  that  day,  btU  n'6t"beforc  - 
Their  hesd  and' tail  cou'd  libld  no  more,  ' 
T  hen  like  true  ceck?  that  love  the  game,  ^ 
They'd  rife  and  drink  and  flcep  3gam. 

Their  wives  could  drink,  as  people  fay, 
And  hold  as  much,  or  more  than  they  ; 
Wou'd  hrive  llieir  mcnfcful  penny  fpcnt, 
WiiJi  gbliipj^  at  a  merriment : 
Tbofc  homely  females  drank  no  tea/ 
Nor  chocolate,  nor  ratifea  ; 
They  made  not  vilitj,  faw  no  p^ay, 
JBut  Ipun  their  vacant  hours  away.  . 
And  thus  the  Colliers  and  thtir  Wives 
Liv'd  drunken,  honcft,  working  lives  ; 
Were  very  fond  of  one  another. 
And  always  m,axry'd  one  thro*  other. 

The  (ons  an4^daugh,tcis  pf  tfti^t  fortj 
Were  always  fond  of  cmiotry-fport  5  ^ 
And  ail  the  young  unnu;ried  fry 
Did  flrivc  each  other  to  outvy  ; 


find  wouM'  oil  hbpping  days  be  drtfft 
3cnlceL  an(i  m-their  vcrj  belt: 
Look  [mart,  be  ckaa  from  top  to  tof, 
Als  all  tiiat  wbu'd  be  married  do. 

So  have  I  fccn  poor  fiihcs  csught 
By  curipyi  bait  which  men  li^vc  wrought; 
iViid  from  thtir  w^it'ry  region  b  j'^f 
By  fomc  fniall  briJf,  to  die  i  n  Ihorc  : 
So  bckutics,  when  ihey  wou'd  catch  men, 
Uk  cv'ry  bait  ibat  will  trapan  ; 
hnd  woman's  bail  draw  more  than  theirs, 
They've  brighter  charms^  and  ftrongcr  hairs. 

A  collier's  daughter,  brifk  and  c!can, 
Dnce  at  a  country  wake  was  fcen  ; 
The  maid  was  born  in  Ben  well  town, 
Was  not  loo  fair,  nor  yet  too  brown  j 

beauty  llie  has  got  her  part, 
inough  to  wound  a  col]icr*s  hea^l ; 
%nd  then  her  name  was  up  for  this, 
5he  lov'd  to  Ipin,  bat  blu(h*d  to  kifs : 
icr  pliant  limbs,  when  mufic  play'd, 
Jou'd  humour  cv'ry  thing  it  (aid  ; 
*or  when  ine  tript  it  on  the  plain, 
To  Joky's  loft  his  fellow  fwain, 
^cr  eafy  fteps,  and  airy  whcc!s, 
5hcwM  ftie  bad  mufic  in  her  heels  ? 
ihc  danced  fo  well,  To  very  long, 
\ht  won  the  fmock,  and  picas'd  the  throng. 

A  collier  lad  was  (landing  by, 
ind  view'd  her  with  a  lover's  eye  4 

fcrath'd  bis  head,  and  then  he  fworc/ 
That  none  had  danc'4  fo  well  before  ^ 
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Then  made  a  bruOi  up  to  tlv^  m^id> 
Ho^  do  you  lafs  ?  the  lover  faid  j 
Viu  g\dd  to  let  yc,  bv  my  fau!» 
For  fink  mv  b^^art,  thoa's  bea.thcm  *ll  ; 
Tbou's  warni*d  iheir  Oomachs  for  them  now 
Bv  G—d  itiou  is  a  tuing  fow  ? 
ZooriSt  !afs,  .com-  go  Til  warr'nt  thou*s  dry 
Come,  foot,  v^'bat  make$  ve  look  fo  ffiy  ; 
TIkh  feiz'd  her  hand,  and  b:jing  ftrong, 
He  luggM'the  willing  maid  siong  ; 
She  ha,d  not  raany  w^rds  to  fay, 
But  hup.g  an  arfe  the  country  Way, 
Then  gave  a  mode  ft  bhjft,  and  fo 
In  filcnce  gave  confsnt  to  go, 
He  led  her  to  an  inn  hard  by, 
Where  drink  was  good  if  Ihe  was  dry  ; 
In  private  thcv  were  o*cr  the  pot, 
/Wi^h  other  cheer  the  houfc  had  got  ; 
The  lad  muft  now  declare  his  niind, 
And  to  bring  ihelafs  m  kind  ; 
He  gap'd   and  ftretched  h^mfclf,  and  th?n 
He  rubb*d  his  eyes,  and  iirercii'd  again, 
And  thus  began,      My  comely  Jenny, 

I  love  thcc  better  fa^  than  anv  ; 

If  rhou'il  have  mc,  faith  Vil  have  thee, 
"  And  love  thee  till  rlie  day  I  <iee ; 

ril  wojk  my  bories  to  make  th<?e  c^fy, 
"  Doev'rv  thing  in  life  to  picafe  thee  ; 

Both  dav  and  night  V  i  do  my  duty  : 

Come  fprak.  I  cannot  live  without  ihcc." 
She  fign'd  and  made  him  this  reply  ; 

Come,  let  me  go   for  fhvme,  O  f y  1 
««  So  lad,  be  quiet,  pr.w  give  o'^r,  f 

The  foJki^c  pctpiug  i^acQugh  liac  doof 
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I  cannot  bear,  you  fqucezs  fo  hard  j 
For  Heaven's  fake  bavr  (omc  regard  ; 
How  can  you  ule  a  body  fo  ; 
Take  C'ft  your  hand,  pray  let  nie  g^, 
**  May  you  be  happy  in  foaic  other, 
For  I  muit  wed  Vo  pleale  niy  mochcr  : 
But  call  if  you  (hou*d  cpme  our  way, 
*'  Anid  hear  what  the  old  wife  will  (ay  i 
Farewcl,  and  thap.k  you  for  this  treaty 
•*  rn  reft  vour  debtor  till  wc  mec?  " 
He  fltvv  to  catch  h^i  juft  wiven  riling, 
For  he  was  keen  and  paiiadvifi  ig  ; 
He  cUfp'd  her  clofc,  and  \\t  d  her  faft^ 
.And  wbncdfr'd  at  her  mighty  hal^c  : 
Then  ftreicli'd  himfelf   and  loil'd  upon  hefj 
And  iworc  hke  aRv  man  of  honour 

Thus  country  'Iquire^Vand  merry  blades. 
Hug  fieCh  unopenM  cha'T)ber  maids  ; 
Will  ki'is  them  till  their  breath  b  ow  fhort^ 
ITo  make  them  eager  of  the  Iporr, 
Then  fwear,  and  lie;  and  icldom  part 
Without  a  rnaiden-head  or  hcait 
Lrk'^  them,  our  furious  country  lover 
iCladc  ufeofah  his  loois  to  niovc  her, 
He  play'd  her  ail  the  after nooiv, 
fVnd  kept  her  warm  to  melt  her  down, 
Se  ftrok'd  her  neck,  and  fquct  z'd  her  hand, 
\nd  prcfs'd  her  tiil  (h.*  could  not  ftand, 
And  then  Ihe  ftrupgl'd  in  h'li  arms, 
iVith  fwcet  difordci'd  homely  chanm, 
Tiil  fear  and  love  wiih  equal  g^acc,  / 
Did  vary  colours  in  her  face,  ^ 
>  Icr  puKe  l>eat  qaick   and  breath  went  flotf^ 
'  be  juft  could  lay,  O  !--^let  me  go,  '  ' 


i'^Dfpent,  undone,  O  I^ck-a-day  { 

WiiSitcjin  I  fither  doer  Uy  } 

Was  ever  lafs  in  niy  conditicn? 

For  HeavVi^s  fake  hear  but  my  petition^ 

Unfold  your  aims,  shd  give  mc  sir, 

And  ict  mc  reft  upon  my  chair, 

1  faint,  O  !— — Tonifny  cut  my  lacc. 

And  threw  rrij  apron  o*cr  my  face. 

As  when  in  wars  great  gcn'iaU  fight 
For  honour,  vi£lory,  or  right, 
When  they  ftorrn  citadel  or  icv^rn. 
And  blow  thc  forM  and  bulwark?  dowHi 
When  thofc  within  can  hoid  no  longer, 
Becaufc  the  eneaiy  is  ftrcngcr,  ; 
Make  fignal  fhat  they  do  farrcndcr, 
By  colour  drcpt,  or  fame  fuch  tender^ 
So  now  our  conquei'd  yielding  maid. 
Drops  both  lier  colour  2nd  head, 
The  woman  works  in  cv'ry  vein, 
And  life,  not  fpent,  returns  sgain  : 
A  f  ifing  blulh  ailemprs  her  face, 
Bat  fear  at  i\d\  denies  it  place  ; 
With  languid  looks  and  dovvncaU  eycs^ 
She  lees  htr  iovcr  in  f^rprife  : 
]$  giicv'd  to  think  ihc  makes  him  foiarr^ 
Yet  fears  to  tell  he's  won  her  heart ; 
Her  chctks  with  modett  b!u(hc$  burn. 
And  fmilcs  incrcafe  as  lift?  return  ; 
Then  flruggling  for  to  ftcw  her  oiind^ 
Her  !cck^  declare  Ihe  would  be  knid  ; 
Yctxou Vi  not  fpeak  to  let  him  knoWi 
iTour  mcdcit  maids  arc  always  lo. 
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With  ani'fotis  iook  he  calls  her  jcwd, 
And  (aid  hew  can  you  be  ix>  cruel  ;  ^ 
C021C  cdle  my  mindi  arid  fpfak;  mj  !itv, 
And  give  confeat  to'b^atiy  wif^, 
Fot  I  can  ncvcf  lovic  ahoshcr, 
Come,  I'll  go  with  yc^vr  ic  yoar  nibrher,. 
Have  her  cmvfen%  hear  What  Ihe^ri  ;f^yj 
And  then  we^'il  fix  our  wedding^da;^^  ' 

Sebrc  (he  fpok^  IhelcokM  abculV 
For  fce  coii'd  noid  no  longer  ou% 
And  when  ftc  faw  th»t  none  was  nigh^ 
She  thus  broke  out ;  1  do  comply, 
Yoa  hug;  and  kiO,  afidTqute^ze  ni*  now, 
jBtit  what  win  wcddmg  m  ke  yoa  do  ? 
!I  never  thongbt  to  n-.arry  any, 
But,  Tomn^y  J  thsu  h^ft  ccnqatri'd  J^n 
^My  heart,  and  cv'ry  th-ing  ihai*^  m-'yir, 
From  htnccfon.h.  Tommy,  ihiil  he  tUui 
Vll  love,  and  chcrilh,  and  obey, 
Aad  ftrive  to  pleafe  yon  night  and  day* 
He  kifs'd,  i\  c  l^ci'd  and  ie^ined  hm, 
And  rofc  and  bialh^d,  ^ui  k^fi'd  ?.gai!i  : 
Then  zrni  in  arm,  away  they  wcnty 
To  try  c!d  Setty  for  conicntj 
For  now  they'd  nothing  more  to  do, 
But  mskc  the  nvclhcr  buckle  too, 
VViiich  mud  bc  done*,  or  cKe-.the  l  aig^-ir: 
Wcjuld  ncl  be  worth  a  nngic  faiiking. 

They  tradgM  s-ong,  got  home  at  Ml, 
\nd  fotind  old  goody  Iniooking  fail, 
H-Az'd  on  a  ciackct near  tnc  fire, 
^cr  fpifinii  g:  wheel  was  iunding  by  bcr^ 


Her  coa^i^y  up  f^rlcar  of  buroJng, 
She  icv'd  aU  wajn;?^  but  bated  turning. 
An  car^jhmpot  wiih  SiumiRing-.b£€f:, 
'Stood  on^a  tabie^vciyln^rv  .       -  '.. 
For  fte  wou'd  funk,  io^alMr,? fort  and  drink, 
^nd  la*;yet;iiies  laifc.a  hciliih  flink- 
Our  okr.wife  tuined  her  bead  aboiir, 
And  Ipy'^  at  lall  hpr  daughter  ptil  : 
She  ciy'd,  ]afs;  where  dc'il  has  thou  been  ? 
1  tho\jght  tht>u  would  not  inofe  be  fcen : 
YouVe  got  joof  bctly  full  of  play, 
Fil  warrant  ye'vc  Ixad  a  merry  day, 
For  now  it       be  twelve  o'clock 
And  mprc^'  for  Fve  (poa  off  my  rock. 
Lafs,  whc's  that  with  yc  ?  Who  fhouI4  it  be 
Sit  flillj  fays  Tom,  hh  none  but  rnq  ? 
1  camp  to  have  a  little  c^fb; 
Hp\it  h*^,  i^ct  beme,  yc'rc  nought  but  falh  s 
My  pipers  juft  pur,  then  we'ii  to  bed  ; 
So  Jenny,  come  and  Ioo(c  my  head, 
And  g«;:t  fome  eoals,  and  mend  the  fire, 
And  ]ay  my  cod-,  a  little  higher, 
And  Tom.,  be  furc  thstt  ye  get  hame, 
And  give  my  lervice  tp  the  dame  : 
Dc'il  icr^tch  your  affc  what  brought  you  here 
Y^j'vc  kept  OUT  daughter' up'I  fear.., 
^Tom  role  snd  cao^e  where  Heffy  fat, 
And  fann'd  the  fire  with  his^  hat,  I 
Play'd  with  tbe^  p^pe  till  it  wai:  broke  :  J 
i\nd  g!in*d  and  iaugh'd,  and  then  he  Ipoke:  ; 
Your  Jenny  i^- n^Y  heart's  dcligiu,  ; 
De^il  rive  their  fark$  g^ rigs  hanie  to  night;  | 
ril  havf    er  had  Ihc  not  a  i?tlc?ck, 
"If  yc'li  Cw^fcnf  w^^'il  cail  ^up  jock^ 


And  raifc  up  Doll  to  fetch  a  drink, 
Come,^  Beffy  fpealcl  what  d»  you  think  i 
The  ofd  Vvifr  ipocfe'd'hcVchin  and  fpokc, 
Why  fti'Ct  Tom,  yoxfdb  but  jbkc, 
If  yc'rc  fiaccre,  as  yc  are  warm, 
And  means  to  do  myT>*irn  no  harm, 
Ye  know  my  dVtightcr  Jane's  but  younj 
And  may  be  rafy  overcome, 
So  court  her  firfl-,  hear^what  (he'll  fay, 
We^il  have  a  drink,  arid  fix.  the  day . 
Her  daughtct  Jaiie,  with  modcft  graec, 
And  fifigers  fpread  before  her  face, 
Cry-d^  h?6rhcr,  Tommy'i  won  itiy  heart, 
jlf  yc'U  confcnt  we'll  never  part, 
[  love  him -^s  I  do  my  life. 
And  wou'd  be  glad  to  b<?  his  wife. 
When  Beffy  hcardiher  daughter  Jane 
Declare  herfelf  fo  very  plain, 
The  houfe  was  ia«an  inftant  rais'd, 
3rcy'beard[  was  wafh'dy  .the  fire  blsz'd, 
Strong  beer  wa^  fctck'dv  tobacco  too. 
'Old  Beffy  drank  till  fbc  was  fow. 
Then  reclM  .ro.Tom  with  her  confcnt, 
And  (pcw'd  htr,  liquor  as  ihe  went  : 
"  Old  Jock  and  Doii  lav  on  the  fl^or, 
^or  they  could  drink  and  fpew  no  more 

Our  lovers  now  have  all  the  play, 
Fhcy  bill,  an-d  fix  their  wedding-day, 
i  Thir  gs  were  concluded  for  the  heft, 
Knd  druflk  and  lober  go  to  reft. 

Now  all  the  countrv  lads  around, 
rhai  gac  their  living"  under  ground, 


For  to  prfpaVc  thf rpfclvef  arjc  told, 
When  Tt?mu}y*s  wedciirig-djaj  wU«  h^ld 
The  niaicls  have  wa/niijg,  frrnds  b  ftdr, 
Muft  all  be  the  e  to  m^^n  e  the  bride,  : 
At  Bcnw^il,  iJ  her  fTsDtfer'f  Iboiifr, 
For  Tommy^  g^vo  ibe  bride  her  choqlcj 
The  vvedcrir  g-dirmer'm     bt  tiiere,  , 
Provided  vrnii  the  gixatcf^  care, 
New  joy  in  every  lace  is  (cca. 
The  lads    c  plcii'd,  the  lafes  keen, 
0!d  men:  aild  wiveSj  do  alt  i^cchr^,  ^ 
Thcj'ii  come  IQ  taftc  the  bxidegiacnv^j  f 

The  farmer  waits  not  with  more  pairij 
Tor  former  or  for  kitei  rain; 
f^ov  docs  the  mifcr  mare  delirc 
His  ccffcfs  fui',  cr  im-rcft  higher, 
Or  landlord^'v^ifl't  the  quartcr-day, 
When  tenants  are  prfcpar'd  10  pay, 
Nor  ihofe  that  in  fufpc^ncc  do  wait, 
More  anxious  for  the. bin h  of  fate, 
Or  longing  moiheT's  psffian  niore, 
For  child,  or  py  tihfcU  b<sfore, 
Th&n  arc  our  lovers  for  the  dav^ 
To  fpqrt  it,  and  Khe  night  awziy, 
Their  brcafis  aic  fir'd  with  equal  flame^ 
They  wi(h<f^r  tvhat  they  bkfh  to  tiame. 
They  loag  the  bahiiy  j  3ys  to  rcap^ 
Afid  kifs  caG'i  other  in  their  fleep, 
But  O  !  a'a?,  '€\h  d^cs  .v\h  food, 
it  only  rsifcs  flrih  and  b!ood, 
Creates  defiWiti  every  \'tin, 
And  niakc$  thing!  rj!c  and  fail  again/ 


C    ^3  ) 


Long  v/ifKM-for  now  is  coJTi':  at  lafl, 
Th day  appearS;  t  iit  br ivie  is  dte^f  ; 
I  ViQ  mufic  makes  the  vill.igc  ?'nt  • 
rhe  children  ftout^vt^^e  old  wires  fing: 

Tom  comes  in  triu'Tph  o'er  the  pUioj 
With  collier  )ads,  k  jolij  train  ; 
Vl^cy  finoke  alon^  t4ie  dufty  way, 
Whips  Crack  tor  joy  ^  jhe  horfes  play/ 
The  bridegroom  ridci  in  ftare  before, 
Midfl  clouds  of  dtiii  the  bagpipes  roar, 
fhe  echo's  borre  on  wiogs  of  air, 
M^kes  a!i  the  Ben \v ..11  folk  prepart; 
Like  ftre:&riiers  ifi  the  painted  fky, 
f  At  ev'ry  breaft  tLe  favours  fly/ 
I'hc  blithe(bme,  buckfexj5e  coiintry  maids 
•'  With  knots  of  ribbons- it  their  head?, 
A.nd  pinners  iiut*ring  in  the  wind, 
That  fan  before,  and  tcfs  behind, 
2ame  there  from  «^ch  adjacent  place, 
nrength  i«  th^ir  liniibs,  heahh  in  their  face^ 
Po  do  their  honours  to  the  bride, 
Icid  eat  and  drink,  and  dance  befidc. 

,  Now  all  pr^par'd  and  ready  Sand> 
Vith  fans  and  pafi^s.in  their  haa  i. 

■  >ut  hark  !  a  dillant  noifc  they  hear, 
i.nd  fome  fore-riders  do  appear, 
Wla^m  with  an  exalted  voice, 
^he  hridegroon*  near,  they  all  rejoice  t 

•  -oud  fliouts  and  acclamations  rife, 
ind  founds  of  jay  in  echo  dies. 

The  bridegroom  now  appears  in  fighr^ 
^hey  all  receive  him  with  delfght; 
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Clap  hand,  and  hii  him  w«fc6m«  thcrej 
And  place  him  in  the  elbow  chair, 
Old  Befly  gla^  at  his  approach, 
Brings  on  the  cakes,  and  bat^fefe  brol^ch ; 
Then  Tommy  goes  and  kiffes  Jenny, 
And  fays  to  her,  how  (jo  you  h'm^y  ; 
Pluck  ^ip  your  heart,  and  never  fear. 
What  makes  you  be  fo  fad,  my  dCfif  ; 
The  prieft  will  tell  us  what  to  f;^y, 
*Tis  nothing  but  a  perfect  play  ; 
I  have  the  ring,  and  all  things  re^dy^ 
And  faith  thou's  bufs  like  any  lady  ; 
Thof!  looks  io  briSi  it  does  me  gOOid;: 
Be  quiet,  Tom,  thou*!!  cramp  my  hood  ; 
Come  let  us  rife  and  go  away. 
Perhaps  we  make  the  parfon  flay  ; 
Ani  that  ye  koow^§  not  fit  to  b% 
Becaufe  we  are  not  quality. 

They  all  l  ife  up»  and  think  it  tim^, 
To  hafle  for  chiarxjh,  the  clock  ftrifck  nine, 
Two  luOy  lads,  well  diell  and  flfopg, 
S  ept  out  to  lead  rhe  bride  along : 
And  two  young  maids  of  equ?<l  fize, 
As  foon  the  b'^idegroom's  ha-ids  furprize, 
The  pipers  wind,  and  take  thei^-  pod, 
And  go  before  to  clear  the  coaft  ; 
Then  all  the  vaft  prcmifcuous  croud, 
With  thundering  tongues,  and  feet  as  loud, 
Tofs  up  iht-ir  hats,  ciap  hands,  and  hoiloWr 
And  mad  with  joy,  Hke  Bedlam/fallpw  ; 
J^ome  0ieut  the  biide.  and  fomf  (he  ^rcom. 
Till  juli  as  mad,  to  church  they  come; 
Knock,  fwear,  apd  r^ittle  «t  tKe.g^ta, 
And  vow  to  break  the,  beadle'i  pats.^ 


And  call  his  wifis  a  bitch  and  whbff^ 
Tbey  will  be  in  or  break  the  door 
They  rive  and  tear,  md  make  a  noijfe, 
Like  rude  diftradled  fools  or  boys. 

Now  fome  flip  put  as  fur e  as  fate, 
To  tell  the  piieft  the  people  wait ; 
He  pickfc*,  and  comes,  when  he  does  knpw^ 
For  at  the  beft  he's  Yery  flow  j 
The  gates  fly  open,  all  rnfh  in, 
The  church  is  full  with  folks  and  din  ; 
And  all  the  crew,  both  great  and  fqiaii;^^ 
Behave  as  in  a  common  hall ; 
For  fome  perhaps  that  were  threefcore^ 
Were  never  twice  in  church  before  ; 
They  fcam^cr,  climb,  and  break  the  pews^ 
ro  fee  the  couple  make  their  vows. 

With  folemn  face  th«  prieft  draws  near^ 
*oor  Tom  and  Jenny  quake  for  fear  j 
\re  fingPd  out  from  ail  the  band, 
""hat  round  about  them  gaping  (land. 

In  decent  order  when  the're  got, 
'he  priefl  proceeds  to  tie  the  knot ; 
'hen  hands  are  join'd  and  loosed  again, 
.nd  Tommy,  fays  I  take  thee,  Jane, 

hen  Jenny,  looks  a  little  (by, 
'  nd  kneefs,  and  fays  I  take  Tommy. 
\  at  here's  the  bleifing  on'the  courfe, 

'is  done  for  better,  or-  for  worfe, 

>r  now  they're  fairly  in  for  life  ; 

\Q  prieft  declares  them  mm  and  wife.  , 

Our  couple  now  kneel  down  to  pray^ 
ich  unacquainted  with  the  way  5 
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Whoie  troops  of  Colliers  fwrn^a round. 
And  feize  poor  Jenaj  m  the  f/ound  ; 
Put  up  their  hands^to  laofe  her  garters, 
And  work  hr  pluck  al>  >ut  bar  q«3.Tt«irs  : 
Till  ribbons  from  her  ]e^;s  are  torn. 
And  round  the  church  in  triumph  I  orne. 

As  when  a  conquefl  great  v,'as  mn. 
By  Csefar,  or  by  Philip^s  fon  5  . 
They  had  the  honcur.oF  tlic  piize, 
And  all  the  (hosts  thit  did '  arile  ; 
So  no^  the  fam-c  gnd  pral'e  ariend 
THe  garters  and  the  briderroooi's  friend.. 
The  wedding  noi/  is  t'^rh/  o'er, 
The  fees  art  paidj  bat  nothing  risore. 

He  cocks  his  hit  and  looks  about ; 
The  pipers  play  f:>r  vi^lory^ 
Til  otak^  thse  Eiia  10  ^oWo7/  me- 

Four  ruSick  fello'x^'s  w^i'it  the  while, 
To  kifs  the  bride  at  the  church  ft ils  r 
Then  vi^'rous  mount  their  fe'ter'd  feadsj. 
With  heavy  h^'e*s,  and  dum'y  heads  ; 
To  fcourge  them  goring  head  a  ad  tad, 
To  win  what  country  ealis.th!:  kail, 
Spru:,e  Tofijmy  nciw  leads  HrR  ^v/^y^ 
For  Jeony's  bound  and  muCt  oi>?y  ; 
But  ?aoft  wives  think 'I  a  kd  dil?ibr, 
To  ha*'e  the  man  be  one  day  iBafter  j 
And  nvid  be  rid^  or  ihev  f^hmit. 
With  whip  and  fpur,  and  temperM  bit  ; 
Muft  tak'2  the  fweets  and  plagues  of  aiarriage 
Before  they  liave  an  eaiy  carriage. 


^Yct  here  our  brfde  aiuft  have  h«r  du<i 
She  ftack  as  cfofe  to  Tom  as  glue  ; 
Tuck'd  up  her  coats  to  mend  her  pace. 
And  walk'd  till  fweat  ran  down  l^er  face : 
Sturdy  flue  rak'-d  along  tl  e  plain, 
To  keep  in  view  her  fellow  fwain  ; 
And  kindly  follows  Tommy*$  lead, 
That  rtie  at  night  on  joys  may  f.ed* 
If  (he  prepares  Avben  things  &re  drtft, 
I'll  pawn  my-Hfe  (he'll  be  his  gucft  ; 
Stick  clofe  and  fuck>  and  round  hm  X'^mtg 
Tilt  Phoebus  thro-  the  curtain  (hire, 
Surround  their  pillows  with  bright  ray?, 
And  wirti  them,rsiany  fcappy  days. 

Now  they  arrive  all  in  €  foam, 
The  old  wife  bids  them  welcome  home  j 
Salutes  her  daughter  and  her  fon, 
So  now  begins  the  merry  ftiO* 

.  The  grcafy  cook  at  once  appears, 
And  thunders  mifchief  io  their  ears ; 
She  fields  and  bra Is,  and  makes  anoife^ 
And  throws  her  f^t  among  the  hoys; 
Now  runs  to  4ce  tke  ke  tie  hoi!. 
Mean  u'hile  Ihe  lets  the  hutte.  oil: 
Then  boxes  her  who  turns  the  fpit, 
And  cries,  you  jade,  you'll  burn  the  meati 
Fire,  fmoak^  aod  fury  round  her  goe*^, 
She's  burnt  litif,  apron,  fng'tj  her  r 'oaths, 
yhe  dirmf  r  ivill  be  fpoil'd  ^>.e  nies  : 
Good  God  I  the  baker's  hurnt  the  des. 
That  goofe  v» ill  not  be  hslf  enough  t 
The  beef  is  old,  and  wjM  f^i  tmg^  ? 
Here,  lafs  feme,  flour  to  ir\\^%t  the  nal  ? 

wi(b  your  dimier  at  the  deVl ; 
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tJoftiC  take  your  f^ats,  ar>d  fbad  away, 
My  laddie  has  rao  roGna  4o  |>lay» 
The  hefis  and  cocks  a^e  juil  laid  down, 
3  ne?er  thought  jiou'd  cc^ilie  io  foon, 
And  thus  with  fuch-lijce  no.^^e  and  dia. 
The  wedding  bdn<|uret  does  begin. 

Impatient  for  tfee  want  of"  me-'it, 
"They  feak,  and  .,«;aiif>ot4eep  the; r  feat  5 
Play  with  the  plaits,  ^mrn  ©n' the  trib'e, 
And  fitfi  aa  long^a**  thtsy axe  able; 
Then  count  the  ntnibenQf  iheir  knives^ 
And  who  is  U:tj::=e  that  has  no  wives,. 
Unfold  the  napkins^  lay  them  do WR, 
Then  tell  the  letters  of  a  f})Oon  ; 
Some  eat  the  breaH,  foin'^e  Jick  the.  falt^ 
Some  drink,  and  other  fome  find  faulu 

Diforder  Is  in  ev'ry  place, 
.And  hungry  looks  in  ev'ry  fact  ; 
In  fhert  tl  ev  cou*d  no  longer  put, 
For  bA\y  thinks  the  throat  is  cut ; 
Tey  dam,  and  fink,  and  curfe  the  cook, 
And  give  her  many  a  frightful  look  ; 
Theg'  cai!  her  birch*  and  jade,  and  fow, 
She  fays  fne  does  wha^t  tire  can  dc  ; 
And  tf  us  their  giit^  rtiirarb  arid  vcx'em,  ^ 
For  war.t  cf  patience  doth  perp'ex'm. 
Thus  hungry,  raw,  unthinking  youth,  ■ 
Rjia  hoaie  from  fchoo)  with  op-^n  mouth ; 
Are  mad  for  meat^  and  wild  for  play* 
Impatient  at  the  maid^s  delay  ; 
Will  dip  their  bread  in  dripping  pan, 
With  all  the  eagernefj  tiiey  C'^n  ; 
Bilturb  the  houfe,  and  teafe  their  nttot^r^ 
Aud  %ht  with  filler,  or  with  bmha 
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Rdar,  ponch»  and  kick;  and  plav  the  fool 
And  cry  they'll  be  too  lono  for  fch(n«i  ; 
Bum  plate?,  and;  dJfcffn^sofe  the  flJible, 
]po  aU  the  mifchief  they  gfcj^lbfe ; 
Abufe  the  maid,  d^mbt  an  thexhiairs, 
And  dirty  a^l       new. cle^n'ci  flairs ; 
Till  Ttay  from  his  ,m^ehi«ie-(}f fcend«, 
lAnd  Pt|>gy  drav^s  to  cRak^^  5i»K  friends ; 
Then  dinner  come<^^  the>^;e«!fc>?afre4>kH*'id, 
March  of  to  fchool,  the  houft  is  eas*d. 

At  laft  the  b«ef  appears  m  fight, 
The  gr(  om  n-ove?  fl^)Xv  tl^c  pond-*rot:s  werght 
Then  hdftris  made,  the  table  clad, 
No  patit  nee  till  the  grace  is  faid  ; 
ywift  o  the  fmoaking  beef  they  fly  ; 
5ome  cut  theif  pafTage  through  a  pye  ; 
Dut  fireams  the  gr^tvy  on  the  cloth, 
>ome  burn  their  tongue  witli  f raiding  broth^ 
iut  roll^ig  fpices  make  thenr Jain, 
^hey  Hi  vke  their  hc^Jiis,  ^nd  f^tip  again  ; 
^ut  t>p  that  goofe,  cries  one  bebw, 
ind  fend  us  down  a  le^,  or  (b  ; 
In  honeli:  neighbours  tries  <he  point, 
V'orks  hard,  but  carnoi  bit  a  joint  i 
'he  bride  fat  nigh,  flie  rcfe  in  prim, 
.nd  cut  and  tore  her  limb  from  limb. 

Nowgeefe,  cocks,  hens,  their  farTy  fee!^ 
xtended  jaws  devour  the  veal ; 
ick  rives,  and  eats  uha!  he  can    <t ; 
nd  all  is  fi(h  that  conies  to  net  ' 
7  c^ualmifti  appetites  here  (it, 
me  curious  ror  a  dainty  bit. 
The  bridegroom  waits  wit*^  gaive  force, 
id  brings  them  arink  ^Vy;xtev'ry  cGurf<^ 
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Wltli  napkirt  rophd  his  body  girt, 

To  keep  his  cloaihss  foom  greafe  and  din  r 

With  bu(y  face  he  runs  about, 

To  fill  the  pots  which  ire  druvk  ottt. 

Old  Befly,  drefs'd  in  dll  her  airgj^  ^ 
Gives  her  attendance  in  tliie /birs, 
There  fiie  receives  the  hrctk^n  meat, 
Jail  when  it  is  not  fit  to  ii ; 
Pbtes.  knives,  an  3  fpoo^  s  about  ar^*  toff. 
The  old  v-ife's  care's  that  nought  be  loftj 
By  her  the  borrov/^^  things  ^ire  knownj 
She  withes  folks  may  get  their  own. 

Now  all  are  full,  the  meat  away, 
Tht  table  dra  wn,  the  miific  play  ; 
The  bridegrcort  fi^lf  aiTames  the  floor. 
And  dances  ail  the  maidens  d'er  , 
Tren  rwbs  his  face,  and  makes  a  bc^w^ 
i%o  marches  of,  what  can  he  do  ? 
H,*  niuli  not  tire  himfelf  cutright. 
The'  bride  expedts  a  dance  at  night, 
In  evv'iry  room,  both  high  and  low. 
The  fillers  ylay,  the  bagpipes  blow  ; 
Soroe  fliOut  the  bride,  and  foiTiC  the  groom, 
They  roar  the  very  mufic  dumb. 
Hand  over  i?cad,  and  ope  thro'  other. 
They  dance  wit.h  fifter,  and  with  brother^ 
Their  common  tiiie  is.  get  her  ho. 
The  weary  Ufs  crios  mufic  fo, 
Till  tir'd  in  circling  round  the  wheel,  • 
And  beat  the  grouod  with  toe  and  hceL 

A  collier  lad  of  taller  fize. 
With  rings  of  daft  about  h}i  eyes, 
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Laid  down  the  pfpe,  rofe  from  ike  taWcy 

Vnd  fvyore  he'd  dince  while  he  was  able  / 

ie  catch'd  a  partner  by  the  h^^icf, 

Vnd  kifsM  her  for  to  make  her  If  and  ; 

\nd  then  he  bid  the  mufic  play, 

\nd  faid,  no^vV  lafs,  come  darice  away  ? 

I«  led  her  cfF  j  juft  when  begun, 

he  flopt,  and  cry'd,  fome  other  tune  ; 

'hen  whifper'd  in  the  pij  ers  ear, 

o  loud  as  every  one  might  hear, 

'd  have  you  play  me  Juvrniflg  Jolib, 

le  turn'd  his  reed,  and  try*d  his  drone, 

'he  pipes  fcream  out  the  fav'nte  jig, 

'hen  knackM  her  thumbs  and  ftood  her  trig; 

"hen  cock'd  hef  bslly  up  a  little, 

'hen  wet  her  fjo^^rs  with  her  fpittle ; 

0  off  llie  goes  ;  the  cblh'ar  lad 

prang  from  the  floor,  and  dancM  like  mads 

hey  fweep  each' corfier  of  the  room, 

nd  all  Hand  cle?r  where  e^cr  they  ^ome| 
hey  dance  and  tire  the  piper  out, 

nd  all's  concluded  with  a  Ihout. 

Old  Befiy  next  was  taken^  in, 
le  curl'd  her  nofe,  an/i  c<"^ck*d  her  chia  ; 
hen  held  her  coats  on  either  Rdfe, 
ni  kneei'd  and  cry'd,  Up^ikh  the  bride  ; 
3me  piper,  fays  the  good  old  wonian, 
ay  me  the  joyful  days  are  coming  ; 
J  dance  for  joy  upon  my  life, 
)r  now  my  daughters  mftde  a  wife, 
ic  old  v/ife  did  what  limbs  could  dp  ? 
ell  danc'd  old  Beffy,  cry'd  the  cje*^ } 
le  goody  laugh'd  and  lliew'd  her  ucfh  ; 
nd  faid,  ah  I  Sirs^,  t  have  no  brcat4i; 
>nce  was  thought  right  good  at  this, 
)  kntcl'd  and  mumbrd  up  hi^  kifs« 
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And  thus  the  day  in  pleafure  Si 
Till  (hining  Peosbus  quits  the  &ie?, 
The  gladfome  night  doth  now  approach, 
The  barrels  found,"  do  more's  to  broach, 
There's  but  a  pipe  for  evVy  one. 
The  dear  tobaccoV  airaiofl  gone, 
The  candles  in  the  focket  wink. 
Now  fweal  now  dr©pi  then  die  and  ffink, 
Intoxicating  fumes  arife» 
They  reel  and  rub  theit  drowfy  eyes, 
Dead  drunk,  fome  tumble  on  the  floor, 
And  fwim  in  what  they.  druTik  bie fore, 
Hick-up  cries  one,  \rtach  me  your  hand. 
The  houfe  turns  roui^d,  I  cannot  fland, 
So  now  the  drunken  fenfetefs  frew, 
Break  pipes,  fpill  drink,  pifs,  (hit  and  fpcw^ 
The  fleepy  hens  naw  mouat  the  balk, 
Ducks  quack,  flap  wiegs  and  hDmcwards  walk, 
Tne  laboring  peafant,  weary  grc^o^s, 
Embraces  night  and  trudges  home, 
The  pofiet  made,  the  bride  is  led 
In  great  procefnon  to  her  bed, 
The  females  with  an  Qd\€i  conie, 
That  all  the  men  depart  the  roorh, 
On  pain  of  fcandal  and  difgrace. 
If  any  one  ftay  in  the  place. 
Their  proclamatloH  ig'o^ey*d, 
The  men  walk  oui  iSl  fl^e' be  laid, 
But  with  this  cautious  reprirnand^ 
The  poffet  (hould  hare  leave  tt>  ft&ttd^ 
Be  unmolefted,  feel  no  lip, 
Nor  any  one  attiempt  to  fip. 
They  all  declare  theyMi  be  atcurft 
3f  bride  and  bridegrom  drink  not  firft, 
When  young  and  ©id,  and  all  ire  out, 
They  (hilt  the  do^rs,  g^i  fpy  abouti 
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i  general  feat  ch  is  quickly  made, 
-•eft  any  lie  in  anibufcadief 
lo  when  they  tbink^Il  places  fure, 
\nd  holes  and  corners  ali  fecure, 
^hat  none  couM  f^e  or  none  couM  hear, 
|Ior  none  rufh  in  to  make  thani  fear; 
''hen  one  far  wifer  than  than  the  reft, 
Vho  knew  their  way  of  bedding  beft, 
teps  up  to  Jenny,'  bath'd  in  tears, 
nd  thus  with  counfel  fills  her  cars  ; 
ome.  wipe  your  face  for  fhame  .dpn't  cry. 
'e  all  are  made  wi^h  tnen  to  Ik  ; 
nd  Tommy,  if  {  guefs  but  right, 
411  make  you  have  a  merry  night. 
5  courteous  kind,  lie  in  his  arms, 
nd  let  him  rifle  all  your  charms, 
he  fhou'd  rife,  do  you  lie  ftiil, 
e*ll  fall  againV  gi?e  him  his  will; 
e  clofe  and  keep  your  huftand  warm^ 
in  as  I  live  ydu*il  yet  no  harm  ; 
mannerly  in  every  pofture, 

this  advice  fro^  Nany  Forfter, 

Thus  fpoke,  fhe  catch'd  a  bowl, 
lere  currant  cake?- did  roll, 
en  with  a  frnjle,'  &d  Jenny,  lafs, 
me  thy  health  without  a  giats, 
r  arm  fupports  it  to  her  head, 

drinks,  and  gobbles  up  the  bread  5 
ev'ry  one  their  courfes  took, 
ie  \v?ich  for  fear  the  men  iliould  look  5 
Mr  hai^y  promife  foon  was  broke, 

they  muft  either  drink  or  choke. 
|fow  fome  prepare  t'  undrefs  the  bridtj, 
I  le  others  tan^e  the  poffet^s  pride, 
!e  loofe  her  head,  fome  her  ftays, 

(o  undrefs  her  fuodry  ways, 

'I 


Then  quickly  hy  the  bride  in' Sed, 
And  bind  a  ribbon  round  her  head. 
Her  neck  and  breads  are  both  difpi*y'dg 
And  ev'ry  charm  in  order  laid. 

Now  all  bting  ready  for  Tom's  comings 
The  doors  are  open'd  by  the  women, 
Impatient  Tommy  rufhes  in, 
And  thinks  thit  they  hkve  longfotr^  been^^ 
The  maids  unwilling 'to  withdraw, 
They  m»ft  go  out,  for  thaiV  the  law. 
Now  Tommy  tncxt  miift  be  lindreft, 
But  which  of  thsm  can  do  u  beft  ? 
It  is  DO  nutter  all  allift, 
Some  at  his  feet,  fbme  at  ln$  breail, 
Soon  they  undrcfs  the  jolly  bUde, 
And  into  bed  he*s  faiHy  la'd. 

Bet^veen  the  ftieets  sow  view  thi?  pairf 
And  think  what  ^nerry  work  'va^  there  ; 
The  (locking  thov/n,  the  company  gone. 
And  Tom  and  jenny  both  a^one, 
No  light  was  there  but  Jenn,y*s  charniJ* 
And  Tom  all  thofe  m  h-'s  o'^n  arms. 

Now  he  is  mailer  bf  his  willies, 
And  treats  hor  with  a  thouCi^vi.kifles,  y 
Young  Tommy  cork'J,  4ni  jenny  fjpread. 
So  her^  I  leave  them,  both  in  beJ. 


F  I  N  I  & 


